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•  Playing with Tucker, our gentle, 
protective dog that we rescued 
in South Africa and who is 
Tessa’s very best friend. 

•  Going to the library near our home 
and picking out new bedtime 
books, from Goodnight Moon to 
Where the Wild Things Are.

•  Being outside! We love to hike, 
swim, bike, walk, and play in 
our backyard, at the park across 
the street from our house, at the 

farm in the summer, in the big 
national park in our city, and 
at the local playground. In the 
spring we go strawberry picking 
and every fall we head to the 
pumpkin patch. 

•  Travelling! Whether it’s summers 
at the farm in Massachusetts or 
trips to other continents for new 
adventures, we believe in giving 
our children new experiences 
whenever we can.

We have so much respect for the brave 

and loving choice you are making by 

considering adoption for your child. Our 

little family is really ready to grow, and we 

are honored that you might become part of 

this journey. We are here to answer any 

questions you might have and to support 

you being as much a part of your child’s 

life as you wish to be. 

B I R T H M O T H E R
dear

THANK YOU SO MUCH  
FOR TAKING THE TIME TO GET 

TO KNOW US.
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THINGS WE L IKE TO DO

T O G E T H E R||

H E R E ' S S T O R Your

WE MET SEVEN 
YEARS AGO IN 

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D C  
af ter being 

introduced by 
a shared close 

fr iend.

!

!

We have a lot common: we both love music, travel, 
reading, playing sports, being outside—and each 

other. We had both lived and worked in Africa, helping 
people who were living through war and conflict, 
before we met in DC. We then both took jobs in the 
United States government working on African issues for 
President Obama.  
 
Four years ago we were married in Nicole’s childhood 
summer home on a farm in Massachusetts. We decided 
we wanted another adventure together and moved 
to South Africa for a few years to work at the U.S. 
embassy, where we were lucky enough to become 
pregnant with our daughter, Tessa, who is now almost 
three. We moved back to Washington, DC just before 
Tessa was born so we could be closer to our extended 
families and we now plan to stay in the United States. 
Nicole returned to her work in the White House for 
a few years before joining a private firm that helps 
American companies invest in Africa, and Colin works 
at the U.S. State Department for the U.S. Ambassador 
to the United Nations. We always knew we 

wanted at least two children, and both of us 

have always wanted to adopt. We haven’t been 
able to have another child biologically and we know the 
time is right for us to move forward with adoption. 

Both our personal and professional experiences have 
prepared us well to parent a child of any heritage, and 
your child will be welcomed and celebrated by our family 
and friends. Tessa asks us all the time where her little brother 

or sister is and we can’t wait to be able to say that he or she 

is coming home soon!

THE WHITE HOUSE 
BOWLING ALLEY FIRST DANCE AT OUR WEDDINGFUN AT A FRIEND'S WEDDING

OUR HAPPY FAMILY IS EXCITED TO GROW AT THE FARM IN SUMMERTIME
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TOGETHER ON SUMMER 
VACATION



• Color: Blue 
•  Activity: Taking Tessa 

to the zoo 
• Food: Cookies!
• App: ESPN

•  Kid’s Book: Ferdinand 
the Bull

•  Sports team: Baltimore 
Ravens and 
Minnesota Twins

• Color: Blue 
•  Activity: Swimming & 

Hiking with family 
•  Food: Homemade egg 

sandwiches

• App: Instagram
•  Kid’s Book: Goodnight 

Moon
•  Sports team: Syracuse 

University Basketball 
& the Boston Red Sox

G E T  T O  K N O W G E T  T O
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Colin Nicole
BY NICOLE BY COLIN

Colin is a kind, funny, big-hearted 

super-dad. He’s honestly the best person 
I know. Colin is incredibly patient in 

everything he does, whether teaching Tessa to 
play soccer (he can’t wait to coach her team 
when she’s bigger since he played soccer in 
college), reading her the same favorite bedtime 
story a thousand times, picking out perfect Star 
Wars Halloween costumes, grilling hotdogs for 
a neighborhood cookout, or helping people in 
far-away countries escape from war through 
his current work with the United Nations. He 

works really hard to help other families 

all over the world, but always puts our 

family first. He is the backbone of our family 
and an incredible friend and partner. He is 
happiest playing us new music to dance to 
while cooking dinner or leading an evening 
family stroll around our neighborhood.

Nicole is a beautiful person in every 

way: a loving and protective mother and 

a caring and committed partner. I am 
constantly blown away by the thoughtfulness 
in everything she does, especially in how 
she is raising our daughter. Nicole does 
everything she can to give Tessa new, fun 
experiences every day. From cutting down our 
own Christmas tree, to teaching her to swim 
at our local pool, to taking her for hikes in the 
woods with our dog Tucker, Nicole and Tessa 
are each at their best when they are together. 
The thing I admire most about Nicole is her 
selflessness and her empathy. Nothing gives 
Nicole more satisfaction than to help others 
(including animals), and I see the strength of 
Nicole’s character emerging in Tessa every 
day. Nicole is the glue that holds our 

family together and she is my best friend. 

| |
COL IN 'S  FAVORITE  THINGS

NICOLE 'S  FAVORITE  THINGS

WE HAVE 

LONG CALLED 

COLIN THE K I D -
W H I S P E R E R 
because chi ldren 
love him, drawn  
to his humor & 
getnle spir i t .

!

!

MAKING DINNER FOR THE FAMILY

K N O W

NICOLE 

& TESSA 

PAINTING

!

!

NICOLE LOVES TO BIKE AT WORK - HELPING WITH AN 
ELECTION IN BOTSWANA

COLIN LOVES THE SNOW! HANGING OUT WITH TUCKER

OF HER FAVORITE BOOKS

NICOLE READING TESSA ONE

MAKING FRIENDS WITH WILDLIFE ON SAFARI IN SOUTH AFRICA



Tessa is a smart, silly, fearless, and 

curious almost-three-year-old who 

longs to be a big sister. She is about to 
start pre-school and loves art and music—
you can usually find her coloring, painting 
or drawing while singing everything from 
Frozen to Old MacDonald to Beyoncé. 
She’s a big fan of dance parties, looking 
for bugs in the park, pretending to be a 
doctor for her stuffed animals, finding the 
tallest slide at the playground, playing 
with her neighborhood friends, and 
reading bedtime stories with her Mama 
and Dada. Colin and Nicole’s parents, who live in 

New York, California, and Minnesota, 
are active, energetic, and involved 
grandparents who are a major part of 
our life, from birthdays to holidays to 
annual summer vacations. Colin’s sister, 
Molly, lives in New York City, and is a 
regular visitor. We also have step-siblings, 
cousins, and lifelong friends who grew up 
with Nicole that now play a special role 
in our lives as our kids learn to walk, talk, 
swim, ski, bike,  
and play  
together.

•  To be curious about the 
world and all different 
kinds of people.

•  To be tolerant of others 
and stand up for 
what is right. 

•  To care about family 
and friends and the 
needs of others.

•  To be good to the earth 
and all its creatures. 

•  All about you! (if you 
want- we would 
respect whatever 
contact makes sense 
for you)

M E E T

H O P E F U L 
B I G  S I S T E R

THE
Tessa
!

TESS WASHING HER 
BEST FRIEND, TUCKER

TESSA'S FAVORITE TOY, 
HER BLUE BANJO

• Color: Blue 
•  Activity: Painting 

& walking Tucker 
•  Food: Avocado & 

Ice Cream (not 
together)

• App: Etcha-Sketch

•  Kid’s Book: Don’t Let 
the Pigeon Drive 
the Bus!

•  Sports team: Her 
Saturday soccer 
team

TESSA 'S  FAVORITE  THINGS

Tessa is already a great traveler, and loves 
visiting her loving grandparents, aunts, uncles, and 
cousins all across the United States through regular 
trips to California, Minnesota, New York, and 
Massachusetts. 
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5 THINGS WE|W I L L  T E A C H 
YOUR  CH ILD

FAMILY BIKE RIDE!D&

F A M I L Your

WE ARE LUCKY TO HAVE A 

LOT OF SUPPORT FROM OUR 

E X T E N D E D  F A M I L Y  A N D  F R I E N D S 
f rom  COAST TO  COAST .

STORYTIME WITH GRANDMA 
SHEILA, COLIN'S MOM

BUBBLE FUN WITH NEIGHBOR 
FRIENDS

TESSA & HER GRANDMA 
FISSIE,  NICOLE'S MOM

NICOLE'S MOM & COLIN'S 
DAD PLAY LAWN GAMES

COLIN'S SISTER & PARENTS 
ENJOYING A NICE SUMMER MEAL

COLIN & HIS L IT TLE SISTER MOLLY

CELEBRATING TESSA'S CHRISTENING

We live in a wonderful three-bedroom historic 

house in our nation’s capital, in a safe, tree-filled 

neighborhood with a lot of other young families 

and near good schools. We have a nice yard for 
having BBQs, playing tag, and drawing with chalk, 
and a big playroom perfect for indoor games and art 
projects. We also have a big park across the street. One 
of the things we like the most about our neighborhood is 
the diversity—young and old, African-American, White, 
and Latino families all living and playing together. 
THERE IS SO MUCH TO DO AS A FAMILY. Some of 
our favorites include visiting the White House, the Lincoln 
Memorial, the National Zoo (they have baby pandas!), 
museums (Tessa loves the dinosaur bones at the Natural 
History Museum), and local parks. 

H O M E

H O M Esweet
COOLING OFF IN THE YARD

M E E T
D O Gour

Tuckerk

AT THE PUMPKIN PATCH 
WITH FRIEND SEBASTIAN



W E  W A N T T O  K N O Wyou

We can only imagine how 
difficult this decision is for 

you. Whatever you decide, we 

are grateful that you are considering 

us as adoptive parents for your 

baby. Being parents is the most 
important thing in the world to 

us. We love our family, but it 
won’t feel complete until we are 
able to grow our family through 
adoption. We want you to know 
how seriously we take this, and 
that we would love your child, 
keep them safe from harm, and 

give them every advantage in life 
that we possibly can. We believe 
in open adoption, and would 
ensure that your selfless choice 
now will ensure a lifetime of love 
for your child, from all of us. 


